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Print and Post Online.”62 While the Times is classified here 
as a metropolitan paper, it has as much in common with 
the major national papers as with the city papers. More 
than one-third of its readership is located outside New 
York City. For a list of the top ten newspapers in the United 
States, see Table 6.1. 

The New York Times has been a respected newspaper 
ever since Adolph Ochs bought the failing penny press 
paper in 1896 and gave it an emphasis on serious national 
and international news. Its stodgy look, with long columns 
of type, earned it the nickname “Gray Lady.” However, on 
October 16, 1997, the Times started running color photos 
on its front page, joining virtually every other paper in the 
country in this practice. Yet even with color the paper 
doesn’t look like USA Today. As the American Journalism 
Review put it, “Don’t expect the Gray Lady to step out in 
any gauche dress just to show off.”63 The Times is basically 
a black-and-white paper with color used as accents, 
according to newspaper design expert Mario Garcia.64

The Washington Post.  The New York Times set the 
standard for newspaper journalism in the twentieth century 
and continues to do so today, but in the 1970s, the 
Washington Post inspired a generation of young journalists 
with its coverage of the Watergate scandal, the subsequent 
cover-up, and the downfall of President Richard Nixon. 
Watergate was a story that shook the nation and trans-
formed the Post from a big-city paper to one with a national 
reputation.

The scandal started with a “third-rate burglary” of the 
Democratic National Committee headquarters in the 
Watergate office and apartment complex on June 16, 1972. 
When the five Spanish-speaking burglars were arrested, 
one was found carrying an address book that contained 
the number for a phone located in the White House.

Among those assigned to cover the story were two 
young reporters, Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein. They 
soon realized that this was no ordinary burglary. As weeks 
and then months went by, their painstaking reporting con-
nected the burglars to the White House and eventually to 
the president himself. They further discovered that the 
White House had been systematically sabotaging the 
Democratic presidential candidates and attempting to 
cover up these actions.

During the summer of 1973, Americans were spell-
bound by the Senate hearings into the Watergate scandal. 
Finally, with impeachment seeming a certainty, Nixon 
resigned as president on August 8, 1974.65 Watergate was 
no doubt a high point for the Washington Post, but the Janet 
Cooke story was likely one of its lowest. Cooke was hired by 

Paper Print Digital Total

  1.	 Wall Street 
Journal

1,480,725 898,102 2,378,827

  2.	 New York Times 731,395 1,133,923 1,865,318

  3.	 USA Today 1,424,406 249,900 1,674,306

  4.	 Los Angeles 
Times

432,873 177,720 610,593

  5.	 New York Post 299,950 200,571 500,521

  6.	 Washington Post 431,149 42,313 473,462

  7.	 Chicago Sun-
Times

184,801 77,660 262,461

  8.	 Denver Post 213,830 192,805 406,635

  9.	 Chicago Tribune 368,145 46,785 414,930

10.	Dallas Morning 
News

190,613 65,912 256,525

TABLE 6.1 � Top Ten Daily Newspapers in 
Terms of Average Weekday 
Circulation, March 2013

Source: Average Circulation at the Top 25 U.S. Daily Newspapers, Alliance 
for Audited Media, March 2013, www.auditedmedia.com/news/research-
and-data/top-25-us-newspapers-for-march-2013.aspx.

Watergate scandal: A burglary of the Democratic National Committee 
headquarters in the Watergate office and apartment building that was 
authorized by rogue White House staffers. Its subsequent cover-up led 
to the resignation of President Richard Nixon in 1974. Bob Woodward 
and Carl Bernstein, two reporters from the Washington Post, covered the 
Watergate scandal.

the Post to improve its coverage of the African American 
community. She was a young African American woman 
who claimed to have a degree from Vassar, and she was a 
fantastic writer. On Sunday, September 28, 1980, Cooke 
delivered just the kind of story she had been hired to write—
a compelling account of an eight-year-old boy named 
Jimmy who was a heroin addict being shot up by his moth-
er’s boyfriend. Although the story was compelling, it wasn’t 

Bob Woodward (left) and Carl Bernstein helped bring the 
Washington Post to national prominence in the 1970s with their 
coverage of the Watergate break-in and the subsequent cover-up.
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